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Abstract:  

The use of watercraft technology by a wide range of seafaring Hunter-Fisher-Gatherer societies and 

in a diversity of aquatic environments is well-documented across the world. Either in historic or 

ethnographic contexts, research has traditionally focused on the technology of shipbuilding and the 

evolution of boats, or on boats as a means to human migration. However, recent works have stressed 

the necessity of theorizing watercrafts as transportation and instruments of production, and exploring 

how these technologies were implemented in a social context, not just as technical innovations. 

Indeed, it has been proposed that the development of advanced transport technology brought 

additional costs in some Hunter-Fisher-Gatherer societies, helping to stimulate new levels of 

sociopolitical complexity. Furthermore, binary conceptualizations like landscape/seascape or 

maritime/terrestrial may draw a dichotomous and unrealistic segmentation of reality. Amphibious 

ways of transport, like portage routes, are a clear example of the importance of focusing on seascape-

landscape interaction. 

This session aims to explore the diversity and similarity of seafaring Hunter-Fisher-Gatherers societies, 

ranging from studies focused on seafaring and organizational strategies (settlement and mobility 

patterns, ways of transport) to those concerned with socio-ideological aspects (gender, social 

complexity, exchange networks, territorial identity, worldview). We want to invite paper 

presentations addressing these topics and challenges from a practical or theoretical perspective. We 

are looking forward to discussions and to breaking up disciplinary boundaries between Anthropology 

and Archaeology, Ethnography and History, in a strongly interdisciplinary topic. For this purpose, case 

studies from all over the world and with different approaches and methodologies are welcomed. "     
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